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Research and Design Project
	 Tools of Representation

We want to encourage every student to bring in their own skills and interests in 
regards to the tools of representation they use. During the desk crits, we will discuss 
and explore which tools of representation are most suitable for you and your work. 
The following tools are the key tools in our studio and will be part of each work:

Drawings are the heart of an architect's toolbox and irreplaceable for the representa-
tion of spaces and the visualisation of information. Drawings can be very diverse and 
range from sketches in notebooks, hand-drawn maps and comics to architectural 
drawings (floor plans, sections) and territorial maps and also include diagrams or 
statistical representations.

Writing will be the backbone of your narrative. It will both force you to clearly name 
and relate your findings (writing as a tool) as well as allow you to communicate it to 
others (writing as an output). During reviews, text will be your script for the presenta-
tion and in the online reportage it will compose the narrational structure.

Video is a powerful tool for visualising aspects of your work that are difficult to 
illustrate with static means of representation, such as movement, sound, atmosphere, 
or interaction between living beings. Therefore, we ask you to meaningfully integrate 
this tool into your work. Your video work(s) should not exceed 5 minutes. 

Supporting evidence included in your final outputs might include: historical documents 
and images, excerpts from literature and news paper articles, online photographs, 
snippets from online video, your own photographs portraying the site, planning 
documents, collages, or found objects. 

We also encourage the utilisation of models to visualise and represent certain aspects 
of your research or your design project. These models can come in various scales and 
forms, ranging from large-scale territorial models including topography and geography, 
to models in the architectural scale, depicting elements of your research or design 
work. 

Drawings

Text 

Video

Supporting Evidence

Model Studies
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Slide Presentation
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You will present your work in different formats. The selection of material and their 
extent will vary.

Slide Presentation
Your work will be presented during the reviews as an oral presentation with a slide 
show, containg all sorts of mixed media. Your presentation should always contain a 
qualitative title and subtitles for your whole work and each chapter. You find an 
InDesign-template for the slide presentation here:
2_RESOURCES > 1_TEMPLATES > 3_SLIDE PRESENTATION

Online Reportage
In order to reach a wider audience, you will present your work in the format of an 
investigative online reportage on the chair's website. The website will allow you to use 
different media and arrange it in a meaningful and comprehensive way. The Task 
includes selecting your content, arranging it in a concise narrative and making good 
use of the integrated tools to showcase your work on the website.

Exhibition
Together we will create an exhibition in the studio space for the final review, that 
shows your most relevant and beautiful material in the form of large and small models, 
sketches, collages, photographs and drawings.

After every review, you are asked to submit your presentation and all your gathered 
material onto the server in the respective folders:  4_SUBMISSIONS

Second Review — Tue, 25 April
— Oral Presentation with Slides (15-20min)

Final Review — Wed, 21 December
— Oral Presentation with Slides (15-20min)
— Online Reportage
— Exhibition

Work Formats

Submissions

Research and Design Project
	 Work Formats & Submissions
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Sketches by Lazar Riva and Lelan Yung reflecting on Silvia Federici's Re-Enchanting the World:

Feminism and the Politics of the Commons, Reading Sessions Spring semester 2022
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Reading Sessions
	 Discussing Key Concepts

Over the course of the semester we will read and discuss texts to explore ideas 
and key concepts around the topics of labour (1), property (2), agrarianism (3), and 
the commons (4) in four sessions. 

1 | On Labour, 8.3.
	– John Berger and Jean Mohr, extract from A Seventh Man (London: Verso, 		
2010), pp. 118–55 and 174–205.

	– Franz-Theo Gottwald et al., “Meaningful activities in agriculture: Agro-culture 	
	as a guiding principle,” in Post-Growth Work: Employment and Meaningful 		
	Activities within Planetary Boundaries, edited by Irmi Seidl and Angelika 
Zahrnt 	(Abingdon: Routledge, 2022), pp. 122–34.

2 | On Property, 5.4.
	– Carol M. Rose, “Seeing Property,” in Property and Persuasion: Essays on the 	
	History and Theory of Ownership (Abingdon: Routledge, 2019), 	pp. 	267–305.

	– Andro Linklater, “Introduction: The Birth of a Revolution” and “A New Way of 
Owning the Earth: The Concept” in Owning the Earth: The Transforming 
History 		of Land Ownership (New York: Bloomsbury, 	2013).

3 | On Agrarianism, 19.4.
	– Wendell Berry, “The Agricultural Crisis as a Crisis of Culture,” in The 
Unsettling 	of America: Culture & Agriculture (Berkeley: Counterpoint Press, 
2015), pp. 43–55.

	– Tom Brass, “Peasants, Populism and the Agrarian Myth: The Historical 			 
	Background,” in 	Peasants, Populism and Postmodernism: The Return of the 	
	Agrarian Myth (Abingdon: Frank Cass Publishers, 2000), pp. 9–17.

4 | On Commons, 26.4.
	– David Harvey, “The Future of the Commons,” in Radical History Review 			
	Volume 2011, Issue 109, (Durham: Duke University Press, 2011), pp. 101–107.

	– Álvaro Sevilla-Buitrago, “Urbs in Rure: Historical Enclosure and the Extended 	
	Urbanization of the Countryside,” in Implosions/Explosions: Towards a Study 
of 	Planetary Urbanization, edited by Neil Brenner et al. (Berlin: Jovis Verlag, 
2014), 	pp. 236–59.

Each text will be prepared and presented by 1 group of students with the help of 
printouts (ca. 15 minutes). In addition, each presenting group is asked to come up 
with an idea of how to engage the group in the discussion (ca. 30 minutes) that 
follows the presentation. The printouts should at least include: 
	– 2 sketches revealing the key concepts of the text, 
– 1 spread with a few insights into the context: who wrote the book, when, why?
– any relevant photographs
Each student is asked to upload 1 question per text in the shared google docs (to 
be shared via email). The questions will help the presenting student group to 
moderate the discussion.

Please upload the printouts assembled in one PDF after each respective reading 
session to:
4_SUBMISSIONS > 1_READING SESSIONS

Task

Readings

Deliverables

Submission
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We aim at mutual respect and responsible interaction with each other—regardless of 
origin, education, religion, ideology, physical abilities, gender, or sexual identity. If you 
observe or experience any type of harassment, discrimination, or mental/physical 
violence, there are several contact persons: 
—		 Evelyne Gordon (gordon@arch.ethz.ch)
		 studio-external contact person at our chair
—		 Elisabetta Giordano (giordano@arch.ethz.ch), 
		 the official D-ARCH contact in case of inappropriate behaviour
—  William Tice (ticew@student.ethz.ch) or 
		 Qianer Zhu (zhu@arch.ethz.ch), 
		 certified contact persons of the "On Mental Goodness" group at D-ARCH

Teaching Environment






















