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At the confluence of the Sava and Danube Rivers, a mound
of sand was formed by the river’s sediment. The triangular-
shaped island gained the militant name “Great War Island”
due to its history as an important strategic point to conquer
and defend the Belgrade fortress Kalemegdan. It remained
uninhabited throughout history due to its high risk of flooding
and unstable soil. When the construction of New Beograd
began in 1948, the city government intended to harvest the
island’s sand to reclaim the marshes of the adjacent Syrmian
plateau, where the new city was to be built. However, the
deposits of alluvial materials continually brought onto the
island from the Danube prevented this endeavour. Instead,
the smaller “Little War Island” served this purpose and was
nearly destroyed. After being subject to various development
plans in the early 2000s as a potential location for the
Belgrade Zoo or an amusement park, the city finally decided
in 2005 to reinstate the island as a “Nature reserve.” Today it
is one of the few areas in the city where construction is
forbidden as the island maintains the highest protection
status as a “Landscape of outstanding features.”
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Relatively good conditions, preserved wetlands and water vegetation,
and the presence of many large rims made it possible for a vast
number of bird species to stay, feed, and nest on the island. Many of
those species are internationally listed as very important for the
region’s biodiversity. Additionally, many fish and mammal species
inhabit the land or the surrounding water masses. Though officially
uninhabited, around a dozen people occupy small shacks in the
island’s interior seasonally and cultivate their allotment gardens. In
summer, its north-western tip used to be a leisure destination for
urban dwellers until the lido was destroyed in disastrous flooding

in 2006. A unique island asset is its position in the city, at the cross-
section of impressive urban vistas: between two historical cores of
today’s Belgrade, the Kalemegdan fortress and the medieval town
Zemun. To fortify its character as a nature reserve in the city’s heart,
the plan is to erect an observation centre and install a permanent
pedestrian connection to make it accessible to the public.
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Riverbank Inhabitation

The project explores how the delicate fluctuating landscape of the
Danube River can serve both: a public recreational and an ecological
purpose by unearthing extended public riverscapes. Green Heart
Island is a sustainable approach to Danube’s riverfront development
to secure river space and increase Belgrade’s flood resilience. The
project intends to create a stage where the Danube River can thrive
and present its power. Through the unearthing of a fluctuating
riverscape, a new public landscape for people to withess the beauty
of Danube wildlife is crafted. A set of new islands creates unique
public riverscapes at the city’s heart. The design idea focuses on the
Green Heart Island as the “inner sanctuary” and island ensemble.
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Besides the flow of water changing the river we have identified
S three ecologies of flow that centre on the island: River Exploitation, Wildlife Corridor
hrelbanlt Inhabitation.

Three Ecologies for an Emerging Public Island. Besides the flow of water constantly
changing the river landscape, we have identified three ecologies of flow that centre
on the island: River Exploitation, Wildlife Corridor, and Riverbank Inhabitation.

River Exploitation

Wildlife Corridor
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Riverbank Inhabitation

6/8 20.02.2026 04:34:52

www.topalovic.arch.ethz.ch



Architecture of Territory/Design Studio/Spring 2018/Beograd Unbuilt (1 /2)

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

We would like to thank Asst. Prof. Andreja Tutundzi¢ and Asst. Prof. Dr
Dragana Corovi¢, from the University of Belgrade, Faculty of Forestry,
for sharing their profound knowledge of Belgrade's wild nature. We
are very grateful for all the enriching inputs to our project and the
Great War Island. We would like to thank also Asst. Dr Prof. Maria
Milinkovié, Asst. Prof. Dr Pavle Stamenovi¢, Davor EreS and Dubravka
Sekuli¢, for the exciting inputs and discussions throughout the
workshop in Belgrade and on the midterm critics in Zurich. Many
thanks also to Katarina Nikoli¢, Jelena Sabovljevié, Dunja Krsti¢, Luka
lli¢, Jovana BoSkovi¢ and Andrijana Kuzmanovi¢ for helping with
translations, for the excellent workshop collaboration which also
continued throughout the Semester and for the time spent together
in your beautiful city.

SOURCES

718

“Belgrade on Water.” *OBC Transeuropa.* Accessed
May 2018.
http://www.balcanicaucaso.org/eng/Areas/Serbia/Belgrad
e-on-water-147583

“Danube and Sava Basins.” *National Library of Serbia.*
Accessed May 2018. http://www.nb.rs/?change_lang=en
“Danube and Sava natural border between the Ottoman
and Austro-Hungarian Empires.” *Eurabia* Accessed
May 2018.
http://www.eurabia.cz/ShowArticleMobileaspx?id=7864
“Do not throw concrete blocks!” *Fusion Journal.*
Accessed May 2018. http://www.fusion-
journal.com/issue/006-fusion-the-rise-and-fall-of-social-
housing-future-directions/o-not-throw-concrete-blocks-
social-nd-public-housing-in-new-belgrade-and-their-
representations-in-popular-culture

“Great War Island.” National Library of Serbia3. Accessed
May 2018. http://www.nb.rs/?change_lang=en

20.02.2026 04:34:52

® “Great War Island. Veliko ratno ostrvo.” Accessed

May 2018. http://beobuild.rs/forum/viewtopic.php?
t=740&start=125

“New Belgrade.” *011 Info.* Accessed May 2018.
http://www.011info.com/upoznaj-
beograd/novobeogradska-misterija-brojeva-ko-je-kada-i-
zasto-ciframa-bez-reda-krstio-blokove

“The mysterious disappearance of the Great War Island
in 1941.” Accessed May 2018.
http://donauinseln.blogspot.ch/2013/05/the-mysterious-
disappearance-of-great.htmi

“Umstéandliche Ortsgelengenheit und Grundriss.”
Accessed May 2018.
http://maps.hungaricana.hu/hu/search/results/?
list=eyJmaWx0ZXJzljogeyJHRUS8iIOiBbllIFUyJdfSwgIinF1Z
XJ5ljoglkhdRVIOKE1PTFRIcmtlcHRhckhpZXJhcmNoeS0x
KSJ9&page=279&per_page=20

www.topalovic.arch.ethz.ch


http://www.balcanicaucaso.org/eng/Areas/Serbia/Belgrade-on-water-147583
http://www.balcanicaucaso.org/eng/Areas/Serbia/Belgrade-on-water-147583
http://www.nb.rs/?change_lang=en
http://www.eurabia.cz/ShowArticleMobileaspx?id=7864
http://www.fusion-journal.com/issue/006-fusion-the-rise-and-fall-of-social-housing-future-directions/o-not-throw-concrete-blocks-social-nd-public-housing-in-new-belgrade-and-their-representations-in-popular-culture
http://www.fusion-journal.com/issue/006-fusion-the-rise-and-fall-of-social-housing-future-directions/o-not-throw-concrete-blocks-social-nd-public-housing-in-new-belgrade-and-their-representations-in-popular-culture
http://www.fusion-journal.com/issue/006-fusion-the-rise-and-fall-of-social-housing-future-directions/o-not-throw-concrete-blocks-social-nd-public-housing-in-new-belgrade-and-their-representations-in-popular-culture
http://www.fusion-journal.com/issue/006-fusion-the-rise-and-fall-of-social-housing-future-directions/o-not-throw-concrete-blocks-social-nd-public-housing-in-new-belgrade-and-their-representations-in-popular-culture
http://www.fusion-journal.com/issue/006-fusion-the-rise-and-fall-of-social-housing-future-directions/o-not-throw-concrete-blocks-social-nd-public-housing-in-new-belgrade-and-their-representations-in-popular-culture
http://www.nb.rs/?change_lang=en
http://beobuild.rs/forum/viewtopic.php?t=740&start=125
http://beobuild.rs/forum/viewtopic.php?t=740&start=125
http://www.011info.com/upoznaj-beograd/novobeogradska-misterija-brojeva-ko-je-kada-i-zasto-ciframa-bez-reda-krstio-blokove
http://www.011info.com/upoznaj-beograd/novobeogradska-misterija-brojeva-ko-je-kada-i-zasto-ciframa-bez-reda-krstio-blokove
http://www.011info.com/upoznaj-beograd/novobeogradska-misterija-brojeva-ko-je-kada-i-zasto-ciframa-bez-reda-krstio-blokove
http://donauinseln.blogspot.ch/2013/05/the-mysterious-disappearance-of-great.html
http://donauinseln.blogspot.ch/2013/05/the-mysterious-disappearance-of-great.html
http://maps.hungaricana.hu/hu/search/results/?list=eyJmaWx0ZXJzIjogeyJHRU8iOiBbIllFUyJdfSwgInF1ZXJ5IjogIkhJRVI9KE1PTFRlcmtlcHRhckhpZXJhcmNoeS0xKSJ9&page=279&per_page=20
http://maps.hungaricana.hu/hu/search/results/?list=eyJmaWx0ZXJzIjogeyJHRU8iOiBbIllFUyJdfSwgInF1ZXJ5IjogIkhJRVI9KE1PTFRlcmtlcHRhckhpZXJhcmNoeS0xKSJ9&page=279&per_page=20
http://maps.hungaricana.hu/hu/search/results/?list=eyJmaWx0ZXJzIjogeyJHRU8iOiBbIllFUyJdfSwgInF1ZXJ5IjogIkhJRVI9KE1PTFRlcmtlcHRhckhpZXJhcmNoeS0xKSJ9&page=279&per_page=20
http://maps.hungaricana.hu/hu/search/results/?list=eyJmaWx0ZXJzIjogeyJHRU8iOiBbIllFUyJdfSwgInF1ZXJ5IjogIkhJRVI9KE1PTFRlcmtlcHRhckhpZXJhcmNoeS0xKSJ9&page=279&per_page=20

This work by Matilde Negri and Andrew Suiter was created as part of the design studio
Beograd Unbuilt (1/2) at ETH Zurich in Spring 2018. The PDF is intended for educational

purposes only. Its commercial distribution is strictly forbidden.
© 2025, Architecture of Territory

Architecture of Territory
Professor Milica Topalovi¢

TEACHING TEAM

Thais De Roquemaurel

Hans Hortig

Karoline Kostka

Metaxia Markaki

Ferdinand Rabe von Pappenheim
Milica Topalovié

Adrianne Wilson

Prof. Milica Topalovi¢

ETH Zurich

ONA G41
Neunbrunnenstrasse 50
8093 Zurich

Switzerland

+41 (0)44 633 86 88
www.topalovic.arch.ethz.ch



